PRvOC'EE‘D'IN\GS of CONVENTION.
troduded ufed and’ practifed by the courts of law or equity ; and alfo to all ads of aflembly in force on .
"the firfk of June feventcen hundred and feventy-four, except fuch as may have fince. expired, or have been,
or may be altered by aéts of convention, -or this declaration .of rights ; fubjelt neverthelefs to.the revifion
of, and amendment or repeal by, the legiflature of this ftate ; and the 1nhab1tants of Maryland are alfo en-
t;tled to all property derived to them from’ or under the charter granted by his majefty Charles the ﬁrﬂ
to Czcilius Czlvert, baron of Baltimore.'

4. That all perfons invefted with the legiflative or executive powers of government, are 'the truﬁees _
of the public, and as fuch accountable for their conduct, -wherefore, whenever the - ends of govern-
ment are - perverted, and public liberty manifeftly endangered, and all other ‘means of redrefs are inef-
feGual, the people may, and of right ought, to reform the old, or eftablith a new government ;. the do&trine
of nonrefiftance againft arbitrary power and oppreflion, is abfurd flavith, and deftruétive of the good and
happinefs of mankind. -

. That the right in the people to participate in the legiflature is the beft fecurity of liberty, and the
‘foundation of all free government; for this purpofe elections oughtto be free and frequent, and every man
having property in, a common mt reft with, and an ‘attachment 1 to, the community, ought to have a right
of fuftraze. -

6. That the legiflative, executive, and Judxmal powers of government, ought to be for ever feparate
and diftin&t from each other. ™

7. That no power of fufpending laws, or the execution of laws,: unlefs by or derived from the legifla-
ture, ought to be exercifed or allowed.

8. That freedom of fpeech, and debates or proceedings, in the legiflature,” ought not to be impeached
in any other court or judicature,

. That a place for the meeting of the legiflature ought to be fixed, the moft convenient to the members
thcreof and to the depofitory of the public records, and the leglﬂature ought not to be convened or held
at any other place but from evident neceffity.

10. That for the redrefs of grievances, and for amendlng, ftrengthening and preferving, the laws, the
legiflature ought to be frequently convened.

11. That every man hath a right to petition the legiflature for the redrefs of grievances, in a peaceable
and orderly manner.

12. That no aid, charge, tax, burthen, fee or fce ought to be fet, rated or levied under any prctence,
without the confent of the legiflature.

13. That the levying taxes by the poll is grievous*-and oppreﬂive, and ought to be abolifhed ; that
paupers ought not to be aflefled for the fupport of government, but.every other perfon in the ftate ought
to contribute his proportion of public taxes for the fupport of government according to his actual worth
in real or perfonal property within this ftate ; yet fines, duties or taxes, may properly and Juﬁly be impa-

‘fed or laid with a political view for the good government and benefit of the communi

14. That fanguinaty laws ought to be avoided, as far as is confiftent with the fafety of the ftate; and no
law to infli€t cruel and unufual pains and penaltles ought to be made, in any cafe, orat any time hereafter.‘

15. That retrofpective laws, punithing fats commlt ed before the exiftence of fuch laws, and by them
only declared criminal, are oppreflive, unJuﬁ and incompatible with lnbcrty ; ‘wherefore no ex poft faéto
law ought to be made.

“16. "That no law to attaint particular perfons of treafon or felony, ought to be made in any cafe, or at
any time hereafter.

17. That every frecman, for any injury done to him in his perfon, or property, ought to have re-
medy by the courfe of the law of the land, and ought to have juftice and right, frecly without fale, fully
without any denial, and fpeedily without delav, accordm to the law of the Land.

18. That the(tual of facts where they arife, is one of the" greateft fecurities of the lnes, liberties, and
eftate of the people. '

19. That in all criminal profccutions, every man hath 2 right to be informed of the accufation againft
him, to have a copy of the indictment or ch1rg,e in due time (|f required) to prepare for his defeuce, to
be allowed council, to be confronted with the witnefles againtt him, to have procefs for his witnefles,

“to examine the wnneﬁbs for and againft him on oath, and to a fpc.dy trial by an 1xnp1rtnl jury, ‘without
whofe unanimous confent he ou*ht not to be found «rux]ty

20. That no man ought to be compelled to give evidence agamf’c himfelf in a court of common ]aw
er in any other court, but’in fuch cafes a2s have been utually pradtifed in this ftate, or may hcreafter i

- be dlrceted by the legiflature.

: That no frccm'm ought to be hken or lmpnfoncd or dlﬂ'eried of his frcchold liberties or pnvrle-
oee, or-outlawed, or exiled, or in"any manner deftroyed, or deprived of his hfe, lxberty or property, but by
thc Judamcnt of }m peers, or by the law of the land. _

22. That excefiive bail ought not to be required, nor exceﬁive ﬁnes lmpofed nor cruel or unufual
pumihmcnts inficted by the courts of law. =

23. That all warrants withcut oath, or aﬁirmatlon, to fearch fufpe&led placcs, or to fexze 'my perfon
or preperty; -arc grievous and oppxeﬂ'xvc ; and all general warrants to fearch fufpeé"ed places, or to ap-
‘prehend mh“&nd ‘perfons, - without nammg or defcribing the place, or the perfon in fpccial, are xllccra] ,
and ought not to be granted. :

24. “T'hat there ought tobe no forfeiture of any-part of the eftate of an pexfon for any crime eaccpt
murd. r, or treafon 1gamft the ftate, and then only on conviftion and attamder.

"That a well ugubted militia is the proper and natural defence of a free government

26 That ftanding armics are dangerous to liberty, and ought-not to be raifed or kept up wnthout con-
fe: 1t ot the Ich‘l..turc

‘T'hat in all La(es andat all times the mmtary ou«mt to be undcr ﬁn& fu‘oordmatlon to, and contro}
of; “the civil power. ' _

| 28 That no foldlcr ou'rht to be quartered in any houfe in time of pmcn ‘without the confent of the

~owner, and in time of war in fuch manner only as"the lexiflature fhall dired. '

29. "That no perfon except. re“"l ar ok h"r‘; mariners and marines, in the fervice of this ﬂ:at., or mi- .
litia whenin a A  fervice, ourht in any. cafe to be Aubjelt to, ar parrx(hablc by, martial law.

30, That the n.mtcnde..c» “and uprw‘\tm.s of  judges are Lhcntxdl to the umpartial adminiftration of

- juitice, and agreat focur ity o the rights and liberties ‘of the pecgle 3 ‘whercfore the chancellory and alf
udger, suaht to held comimizsions duri ring good behaviour, and the ﬁld chancellor and jutlbes fhall be re-.
S ovul 1nr miibchaviour, on com 1.hon i 2 court ol lq»v, and may he xs.move.i by the governor, upon"

. ohn.i

e 02,

Ty

T L T T T g "
- i A T Tav .o

-y
PR




